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1 Co. xiii. 8. 
But Charity never fatleth. 
OTHING is more valuable and 


commendable, and yet, not any one 


Duty is leſs practiſed, than that of 


Charity. We often pretend Concern and Pity 
for the Miſery and Diſtreſs of our Fellow- 
W Creatures, but yet we ſeldom commiſerate 
their Condition ſo much as to relieve them, 
according to our own Abilities; but unleſs we 
BY aflift them with what they may ſtand in Need 
of, for the Body, as well as for the Soul, all 
W our Wiſhes are no more than Words of no 
Value, or Regard, and are not to be eſteem'd 


or regarded: But when we hear of any de- 
plorable Circumſtance, into which our Fel- 


bo- Creatures are involv'd, be they Friends, 
or Enemies, it is our Duty, as Chriſtians, to 
aſſiſt them to the utmoſt of our Power. 


We are not, my Brethren, to hurt ourſelves 


or our Families, for that is not that Charity 


which is ſo much recommended by St. Paul; 


| | No, but if we are any Ways capable of re- 
lieving them without hurting either ourſelves, 


B Or 


wiſe End, and that is, to profit withal, and to , 


and the Good of immortal Souls : And after A 


[4] 
or Families, then it is our Duty to do it; 
and this never faileth where it proceeds from 
a right End, and with a right View. "ot 

Sk. Paul had been ſhewing, in the forego- "7 
ing Chapter, that ſpiritual Gifts were divers; 
that God had diſpoſed of one Bleſſing to one, 
and another to another: And tho there was 
a Diverſity of Bleſſings, yet, God did not be- 
ſtow them to one Perſon ; No, but God gave 
to one a Bleſſing which he deny'd to an. 

ther, and gave a Blefling, or a Gift to the 
other which might make him as eminent in | 
one Way, as the other's Gift made him | 
in another: But tho' there are theſe divers | 
ſpiritual Gifts, they are all given for ſome 


that End they are thus diverſly beſtowed 4 
We are not, on the one Hand, to hide thok | 
Gifts which God, my Brethren, has given us: | 
Neither are we, on the other, to be ſo laviſh 
of them, as to ſpend them upon our Luſts, 
or Pleaſures, to ſatisfy our ſenſual Appetites, 
but they are to be uſed for the Glory of God, 


he has particularly illuſtrated this in the fore 


going Chapter, he comes to this, wherein my 
Text is, and ſhews, that all Gifts, however i 


great they may be in themſelves, they are of 
no Value unleſs we have Charity, as you maj 


131 
ſee particularly, by conſidering from the Be- 
ginning of this Chapter. = 
But before I go any further T ſhall inform 
you what the Apoſtle means by Charity ; and 
that is, Love; if there is true Love there 
will be Charity ; there will be an Endeavour 
do aſſiſt, help, and relieve according to that 
Ability wherewith God has bleſſed us: And, 
my Brethren, ſince this is ſo much recom- 
mended by the Apoſtle, let us ſee how valua- 
ble this Charity is,, and how commendable in 


all thoſe who purſue it. 
And, therefore, my Brethren, I ſhall 


I. Conſider this Bleſſing as relating to the 
Bodies of Men. 


IT. I ſhall ſhew how much more valuable it 
is, when relating to the Souls of Men 


III. Shall ſhew you when your Charity is 
of the right Kind. 


IV. Why this Charity, or the Grace of 


Love, never faileth. 


V. Shall conclude all, with an Exhortation 
to all of you, High, and Low, Rich 
and Poor, one with another, to be found 
in the conſtant Practice of this valuable 
and commendable Duty. 


TE And, 


* $ 
TON 


him; and tho' he may be fo great To-day, 2 
 To-morrow. And if our rich Men would be 


Providence ſhould frown upon them: But $ 


rather f pend, their Money in a Playhouſe, at 


. 
And, First, T am to conſider this Duty, 
as relating to the Bodies of Men. 


And, Fir, Conſider, my Bibthren: how Wl 
worthy this Duty i is in helping our Fel- 
low-Creatures ; for we were created to be 
a Help to E other; God has made no one 
independent not to need the Aſliſtance of 
another; the richeſt and moſt powerful Man 
upon the Face of this Earth, needs the Help 
and Aſſiſtance of thoſe which are around 


thouſand Accidents may make him as low 
To-morrow-; and he that is ſo rolling in 
Plenty To-day, may be in as much Scarcity 


more charitable to their poor Friends and 
Neighbours, it would be a Means of recom- 
mending them to the Favour of others, it 


alas, wy Brethren, our great Men had much 


a Ball, an Aſſembly, or a Maſquerade, than i 
ee a poor diſtreſſed Servant of Jeſus Chriſt. BY 
They had rather ſpend their Eſtates on their 
Hawks and Hounds, on their Whores, and 
their earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh Pleaſures, than 
comfort, nouriſh, or relieve one of their di- 4 
ſtreſſed Fellow - Creatuies. What Difference 
is there between the King, on the "00A 3 

an 


3 "" = 
and the Beggar on the Dunghill; when God 


demands their Breaths, there is no Difference 
my Brethren, in the Grave, nor there will 
be none at the Day of Judgment. You will 
not be excuſed becauſe you have had a great 
Eſtate, a fine Houſe, and lived in all the 
Pleaſures that Earth could afford you ; No, 
wy Brethren, theſe Things will be a Means 
of your Condemnation, neither will you be 
judged according to the Largeneſs of your Eſ- 
tate, but according to the Uſe you have made 
of it. 

Now you may think nothing but of your 
Pleaſures and Delights, of living in Eaſe and 
Plenty, and never conſider: how many Thou- 
ſands of your Fellow-Creatures would rejoice 
at what you are making Waſte of, and ſetting 
no Account by : Let me beleech you, my 
rich Brethren, to conſider the Poor of the 
World, and how commendable and praiſe- 
worthy it is to relieve thoſe who are diſtreſs- 
ed. Conſider how pleating this ts to God, 
how delightful it is to Man, and how many 
Prayers you will have put up for your Wel- 
fare, by thoſe Perſons whom you relieve ; and 
let this be a Conſideration to ſpare a little out 
of the Abundance, wherewith God has bleſſed 
vou, for the Relief of his Poor; he could, 
my Brethren, have placed you in their low 
Condition, and * in your high State; it 


1 18 


is only owing to his good Pleaſure that has 


ſo much given for the diſtreſſed Members of £ 


Jou, and ball eat your Fleſh, as it were 


[9] 


thus made the Difference, and ſhall not this, 
my dear Brethren, make you remember your 
diſtreſſed Fellow-Creatures ? | 

Let me beſeech you to conſider, which 
will ſtand you beſt at the Day of Judgment, 
ſo much Money expended at a Horſe-race, at a 
Cockpit, at a Play or Maſquerade, or ſo muck 
given for the Relief of my Fellow-Creaturts; 


Jeſus: Chriſt, 2 

I beſeech you, my dear Brethren, that you 
would conſider how valuable and commend- FS 
able, as I ſaid before, this Duty is: Do not, 
my Brethren, be angry at my thus exhorting P 
you to that Duty, which is ſo much re- 
commended by Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, and by 
all his Apoſtles : I ſpeak particularly to you, 
my rich Brethren, to intreat of you to con- 
fider thoſe that are poor in this World, and 
help them from Time to Time, as their Ne- 
ceſſity calls for it. Conſider that there is a 
Curſe denounced againſt the Riches of thoſe 
who do not thus do Good with them; Namely, 

Go now you rich Men, weep and tow! for 
your Miſeries that ſhall come upon you ; your 
Riches are corrupted, your Garments are Moth- 
eaten, your Gold and Silver is cankered, and 


the Ruff of them ſhall be a Witneſs ogainſ 


Fire; 


A 5 
$ 


(9] 

Hire; ye have heaped your Treaſure together 
r the laſt Day. Thus you ſee, my Bre- 
thren, the dreadful Woe pronounced againſt 
ll thoſe who hoard up the Abundance of 
the Things of this Life, without relieving 
the Diſtreſſes and Neceſſities of thoſe who 
Ware in want thereof: And then the Apoſtle 
Woqs on in ſpeaking againſt thoſe who have 
Woot their Eſtates by Fraud, as too many have, 
my Brethren, in theſe Days. Behold the Hire of 
W:be Labourers, which have reaped down your 
ields, which is by you kept back by F raud, 
criethb; and the Cries of them which have 
Wrcaped, are entered into the Ears of the Lord. 
God of Sabbath, Ye have lived in Pleaſure 
on the Earth, and been wanton ; ye have nou- 
Hriſbed your Hearts, as in a Day of Slaughter. 
And thus, my Brethren, if you go on to live 
after the Luſt of the Fleſh, are pampering 
pour own Bellies, and making them a God, 
BE while the Poor all round you are ſtarving, 
BS God will make theſe Things a Witneſs againſt 
vou, which ſhall be as Fire for your Souls, 
and gnaw your Conſciences to all Eternity; 
therefore, let me once more recommend this 
Charity unto the Bodies of Men, and beſeech 
ou to remember what the bleſſed Lord Je- 
us Chriſt has promiſed unto thoſe who thus 
love his Members, that as they have done it 
1 3 = 


— 


ed this particularly to the Rich among you, 


another Set of People among us, who, inſtead iY 


mean the Clergy of this Land. 


backward in this — as fatal Experience 3 


1 10 7 
to the leaſt of his Members, they have * 7 
It unto him. A 

I am not now ſpeaking for myſelf, I an 
not, my Brethren, recommending my littk 3 
EF lock in Georgia to you, then you might 
fay, as many do, that I wanted the Money 
for myſelf; no, my Brethren, I am now 1 
commending the Poor of this Land to you, 
your poor Neighbours, poor Friends, yea, your 
poor Enemies, unto you, they are what I an i 
now ſpeaking for; and when I ſee ſo many 
ſtarving in the Streets almoſt naked, my Bow. 
els are moved with Pity and Concern, 0 
conſider that many, in whoſe Power it is, to 
lend. their aſſiſting Hand, ſhould only ſhut 
up their Bowels of Compaſſion, and will not 


relieve their Fellow- Creatures, tho' in the 


moſt deplorable Condition, for the Want 
thereof. 
As I have, my Brethren, thus recommend- 


ſo now I would, Secondly, recommend this to 


of being the moſt forward in Acts of Cha- 
rity, commonly are the moit backward: 1 


Good God! how amazing is the Confider- Wi 
ation, that thoſe, whom God has called out i 
to in ſpiritual Things, ſhould be v8 


teach. 


EST - 
teacheth, our Clergy (that is the Generality 
thereof) are only ſeeking after Preferment, run- 
ning up and down to obtain one Benefice up- 
on the Neck of another; and to keep up 
an Eſtate, either to ſpend upon the Pleaſures 
of Life, or to gratify their ſenſual Appetites, 
while the Poor of their Flock is forgotten; 
pay, they are worſe, they are ſcorned, hated 
nd diſdained. 8 
l am not now, my Brethren, ſpeaking of 
ll the Clergy ; no, my Brethren, bleſſed be 
od, there are ſome among them, who ab- 
Hor ſuch Proceedings, and are willing to re- 
ieve the Neceſſitous among them; but God 
nous, theſe are but very few, the Genera- 
ity, as I faid before, do take no Thought of 
he Poor among them. 

They can viſit the Rich and the Great, 
Hut the Poor they cannot bear in their Sight; 


hey are forgetful, wilfully forgetful of the 


Py 
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= They have gone out of the old Paths, and 
Pot into a new polite Way, my Brethren, 
hich is not to be found warranted in the 
Vord of God: No, they are ſunk into a 
nc Way of acting, but as fine as it is, it 
as not the Practice of the Apoſtles, or of 
e Chriſtians in any Age of the Church: 
hey viſited and relieved the Poor among 
em; but how rare, my Brethren, is this 
= among 


=. 1 3 
among us, how ſeldom do we find (Chu 4 
in a Clergyman i ? 

It is with Grief I ſpeak theſe Things, wht 
a woeful Experience is a Witneſs to the Truth 2 
thereof: And if all the Clergy of this Land 
was here, I would tell them boldly, that thy 
did not keep up in the Ways of Charity, bull 
that they were remiſs in their Duty; and nj 
Stead of ſelling all and giving to the Poor, they 
will not fell any thing, nor ng to the Po 2 
neither. 1 

Thridly, Lei aner more nc IJ 
this to you who are Poor, to be charitable 86 
one another. 7 
Tho' you may not have, my Brethrenl 
Money, or the Things of this Life, to beſtoſſ m 
upon one another ; yet, you may aſſiſt thenſ os: 
by comforting and adviſing them not to «lll 
diſcouraged tho they are low in the Work 10 
or in Sickneſs you may help them accordini atk 
as you have Time, or Ability: Do not, nj bs 
dear Brethren, be unkind to one another: Dif 7 
not grieve, or vex, or be angry with | 1 } 
other, for this is giving the World an Ad 
ta SC OVer you, 1 

And if God, my Brethren, ſtirs up 1 8 
to relieve you, do not make an ill uſe of wagt 
God, in bis Providence, has, by the Han 4 | 


of me Chriſtian, beſtowed upon. vou: __ 
alwi 3 


FE 
ways humble ad wait on God; do not 
Wurmur, or repine if you ſee any whom is re- 
| ut and you not; ſtill wait on the Lord, 
Id help one another, according to your Abi- 
ies, from Time to Time. 

7 And thus, my Brethren, I have ſhew'd 
Nu how valuable this is to the Bodies of Men, 
ow proceed | 
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= Secondly, To ſhew you how much more 
uable this Charity is, when it extends to 
Sc Souls of Men. 

And here, Fir/?, ſhall ſhew you, that the 
lis more valuable than the Body 

lt would be of no Advantage, but an infi- 
e Diſadvantage to obtain all the World if 
= was to loſe our Souls. The Soul, my 
r Brethren, is of infinite Value, and of in- 
ite Concern, and, therefore, we ſhould ex- 
ad our Charity whenever we ſee it needful, 
=, likewiſe, ſhould reprove, rebuke, and ex- 
1 ˖ with all Godlineſs and Love. 

oe ſhould indeed, my dear Brethren, oth 
Means and Opportunities for the Salvation 
oor own Souls, and of the Souls of others. 
may have a great deal of Charity and 
cn for the Bodies of our Fellow-Crea- 
4 ts, when we have no Thought, or Concern 
their immortal Souls: And oh, how fad is 
my Brethren, to have thought for a mor- 
= tal, 


[14] 
tal, but not for the immortal Part; to mo 
Charity for the Body of our F cllow-Cram 3 
while we have no Concern for their immo A 
Souls : But it may be, we can help them | 
ruin them, but have no Concern in the f 1 
ving of ther, is 

You may, my Brethren, love to ſpendf z 
merry Evening with them, to go to a Pl 
or a Horſe-race with them ; but on the ol 
Hand, you cannot bear the Thoughts of go 
to a Sermon, to a Society with them; 
you would ſing the Songs of the Drunk J 
but you will not ſing Hymns with them; 9 9 
this is not polite enough, this is unbeconill 
of a Gentleman of Taſte, this is unfaſhiol 
ble, and is only practiced among a Parcel 
Enthufiaſts and Madmen. | 

Thus, my Brethren, you will be ſo and q at 
table as to join Fund and Hand with tl 
who are haſting to their own Damnaii 
while you will not be fo charitable as to if | 
them inbeing brought from Darkneſs to = [ | 
from the Power of Satan unto God. 14 3 
this, my dear Brethren, is the greateſt Chl © 
as can be to fave a Soul from Death: Ti W- 
of far greater Advantage than relieving the! [ 4 
dy of a Fellow-Creature ; for the moſt nM 
rable Object as could be, Death would dc 9 
from it all. But, my dear Brethren, D 
to thoſe who are not born again, would N 
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from being a Releaſe from all Miſery, that 
would be an Inlet to all Torment, and that 
all Eternity: Therefore, we ſhould aſſiſt, as 
Wuch as poſſible, to keep a Soul from falling 
to the Hands and Clutches of Satan; for he 
che grand Enemy of Souls: And how ſhould 
Wis excite you to watch over your own and 
her Souls? tor unleſs you are earneſt with 
od Satan will be too hard for you; and, 
erefore, it is the greateſt Charity to watch 
er one another's Words and Actions, that 
may forewarn one another when Danger is 
b, or when the Enemy of Souls approaches, 
And if you have once known, my Bre- 
een, the Value of your own Souls, and 
ow what it is to be ſnatched, as Brands out 
W the burning Fire, you will be folicitous that 
ers may be brought out of the ſame State. 
ss not leading of a moral Life, being honeſt, 
gd paying every Man his juſt Due, it is not 
s that is a Proof of your being in a State of 
ace, of your being born again, and of being 
ewed in the Spirit of your Minds; No, 
yy Brethren, you may die honeſt, juſt, cha- 
ble, and yet not be in a State of Salva- 
=. 
Wt is not the preaching of the Morality, 
ich moſt of our Pulpits now bring forth, 
Wt is {ſufficient to bring you from Sin unto 
Wd. I aw you willing to learn and yet 
were 


[ 26 * 
were ignorant of the Neceſſity of being wt F 


again, of being regenerated, of ran i 
old Things done away, and all Things bf | 
coming new in your Souls. I could not be Z 
my Brethren, to ſee you in the aba 
Deſtruction, and none to bring you back. 
was Love to your Souls, it was a Deſire 
ſee Chriſt formed in you, which brought ff q 
into the Fields, the Highways, and nM 
to preach Jeſus, a Crucified Jeſus unto you, Ml 
dying for you, as having gave himſelf for y | 
It was Charity, indeed it was Charity to jul 
Souls which has expoſed me to the ill T＋ 
ment of my Letter-learned Brethren. 81 
Therefore, my dear Brethren, let me off 
viſe you to be charitable to the Souls of * 
another; that is, by adviſing with all Ly 
and Tenderneſs, to follow after Chriſt and 
Things which belong to their immortal Pe 
before they be forever hid from their Eyes. BW 


I now proceed, in the Third Place, to iff 
when your Charity is of the right Kind 
And here, my Brethren, I ſhall ſhew, Io 
when it is not, and, Secondly, when it ll 
the right Kind. 2 

Firſt, Your Charity is not of the WF 
Kind, when it proceeds, my Brethren, {col 1 
worldly Views, or Ends. | 3 


\ 
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lf it is to be ſeen of Men, to receive any 
vantage from them, to be eſteemed into 
our, or to gain a Reputation in the World; 

W you have any Pride in it, or expect to reap 
nefit from God meerly for it: If all or each 
theſe is the End of your Charity, then it is 
in vain; your Charity does not proceed 
Won a right End; you are hereby deceiving 
or own Souls. If you give an Alms E 
be obſerved by Man, or expecting Favour 
Im God, meerly on the Account thereof, 
Nen you have not the Glory of God, or the 
ME ncfit of your Fellow-Creatures Good at Heart, 
t mcerly yourſelf, to gratify a ſenſual Ap- 
Wtite, or to obtain ſome Fayour, or Advan- 
ee from Man; this, this is not Charity. Nor, 
BS Secondly, Is that true Charity when we give 
Wy Thing to our Fellow-Creatures purely to 
uoulge them in Vice; this is ſo far from 
ing Charity, that it is a Sin, both againſt 
od, and againſt our Fellow- Creatures: And 
Et, my Brethren, this is as common, as it is 
fol, to carry our diſtreſſed Friends, under a 
cious Pretence of Charity, to this or the 
her Entertainment, with no other View, 
t to make them guilty of Exceſs: Hereby, 
By Brethren, we are guilty of a double Sin: 
e are not to fin ourſelves, and much leſs 
ould we endeayour to make another fin like- 


g bſe, But, | 
* Thirdly, 


_ Thirdly, Our Charity comes from a-riph 1 
End, when it proceeds from Love to Gulf 
and the Welfare both of Body and Soul of wi 
Fellow- Creatures. ANG 3) 5 

When this, my Brethren, is our ſole EH 
of relieving our diſtreſſed Fellow-Creaturaiſ 
then our Charity comes from a right End, a 
we may only expect to reap Advantage by ii 
this is the Charity which is pleaſing to Gulf 
and that he coveteth, When we do it pur 
in Love to God, when his Glory is thy Ain 
then it is, that God is well pleaſed, when 4M 
our Actions proceed from Love, Love to 60 
Love to Souls, to the Welfare of immorM 
—_— | ee, ol 
| Conſider, my dear Brethren, that it wii 
Love for Souls that brought the bleſſed [cli 
down from the Boſom of his Father; H 
made him, who was equal with him, con 
and take upon him our Nature; that cauſ 
the Lord of Life to die the cruel, painful, 
nominious and accurſed Death, even that ia 
the Croſs: It was Love to Souls, to immoral 
Souls, that brought this bleſſed Jeſus amo 
us: And O that we might conſider how g 
the Value of Souls was, and is: It was 
which made Jeſus to bleed, pant and die ti 'F 
accurſed Death of the Croſs : And ſurely Sw 
muſt be of infinite Worth, which made an 
finite God to die ſo ſhameful a Death. F = 


(37 

And ſhall not this, my dear Brethren, 
Wake you have a true Value for Souls? This; 
Wis is of the greateſt Worth ; this, this, is 
Whe greateſt Charity, when it comes from 
Ihe Love to God, and from the Love to 
5 ub: This will bi a Charity, the Satisfacti- 
It of which will laſt to all Eternity : And 
chat this may make you have ſo much Re- 
Ward for the Value of Souls, as not to neg- 
W-< all Opportunities for the doing of them 
Pood: Here is ſomething worth having Cha- 
Wity for, becauſe they remain to all Eternity: 
| Ind, therefore, let me earneſtly beſeech you 
Wo confider the Worth of immortal Souls; let 
our Charity extend to them, that by your 
advice and Admonition, my Brethren, you 
Way be an Inſtrument, in the Hands of God, 
bringing Souls to the Lord Jeſus, 
I am in the next Place to conſider, 


4 Marti Why this Charity, my Brethren, 
this Grace of Love never faileth. 
And it never faileth in reſpect of its pro- 
4 Pang from an unchangeable God. We are 
t to underſtand here, that our Charity is 
ways the ſame; No, there may, and fre- 
eently is, Ebbs and Flows; but ſtill, my dear 
eechren, it never totally falleth; No, the 
ace of Love remaineth forever : There 1s, 
pF? id will be, a Charity to all who have erred 
8 "0 and 


[ 20 ] 
and run aſtray from God. We can not u 
ealy to ſee Souls in the high Way to Deſtrudt. 
on and not uſe our utmoſt Endeavour to briny 
them back from Sin, and ſhew them th 
dreadful Conſequence of running into Evil; 
they cannot bear to ſee thoſe Souls, for whon 1 
Chriſt died, periſh for want of Knowledge 4 
and if they ſee, my Brethren, any of the Bi 
dies of their Fellow-Creatures, they then a 
doing the utmoſt of their Power to relic 
them. 1 

Thus Charity will never fail, among tho 
who have a true Love to the Lord Jeſus an 
know the Value of Souls; they will be char 

table to thoſe who are in Diſtreſs : And thu 
you ſee that true Charity, if it proceeds fi 
a right End, never faileth. 3 

I now proceed, my Brethren, in the fe 
Place, to exhort all of you, High, and Lov! 
Rich NE” Poor, one with another, to practi 
this valuable and commendable Duty of Clu 
rity. © 
I beſcech you, my dear Brethren, to pr 
tice this Duty of Charity. It is not your r 
ing in your Coaches, taking your Pleaſuſ E | 
and not confidering the Miſeries of yay 
Fellow - Creatures, that is commendable “ 
Praiſe-worthy ; but your relieving pow” fl 
ſtreſſed poor Fellow - Creatures is valuv 
and Praiſe-worthy wherever it is found. 4 3 


_ 
ry few of our gay and polite Gentlemen 
Wnfider their poor Friends; No, they de- 
Wi: them, they do not regard them : They 
Wn indulge themſelves in the Follies of Life, 
d had much rather ſpend their Eſtates in. 
uſts and Pleaſures, while the Poor all round 
em are not thought of, nor are worthy to 
Wc {ct with the Dogs of their Flock. And, 
erefore, if you have an Abundance of the 
WT ings of this World, then you are eſteemed 
42 Companions for the polite and gay Com- 
any of Life: But if you are poor, then 


: ou mult not expect to find any Favour ; then 
ou are hated and not thought fit for Com- 
any, or Converſation. If you have an A- 


Sundance of the Things of this Life, and do 
ot want any Afliftance, then you have many 
eady to help you: But, my dear Brethre 
do not doubt but your own Experience is 
Proof of my Aſſertions, that if you come 
3 nto Diſtreſs then thoſe, whe promiſed to give 
ou Relief, have quite forgot what they 
prom, and deſpiſe you becauſe Provi- 
1 dence has frowned upon you: Bur, my dear 
4 Pehten. this is not acting like thoſe who 
W'< bound for the heavenly Feruſalem; but 
1 pur Hearts and our Actions are giving our 
Lips the Lic; for if we profeſs the Name of 
Wont, and do not depart. from all Iniquity, 
3 they 
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truly commendable, truly valuable, and, there. 


vourable Providence has been to you, it ſhould 


I 


they are not thoſe who are worthy of beige 
eſteemed Chriſtians indeed. ; 

For if we have not Charity, we are nylf 
Chriſtians ; Charity is the great Duty of Chi. 
ſtians ; and where is our Chriſtianity, my B. 
thren, if we want Charity? this is truly com- 
mendable, this is truly juſtifiable ; and, there. ſ 
fore, my dear Brethren, let me beſeech yu 
to exerciſe Charity to your diſtreſſed Fellow. 
Creatures: Indeed, my dear Brethren, this ; : 


fore, my dear Brethren, let me beſeech you, 
as in the Bowels of Mercy, of tender Mercy Ml 
to Chriſt, to conſider his poor diſtreſſed Mem-. 
bers; and, therefore, exerciſe, exerciſe, I be. 
ſeech you, this Charity to your diſtreſſed ME 
Members; for if you have no Regard unto MW 
Charity; if you have no Compaſſion, no Va-. 
lue for the Bodies of Men, you are not, in- 
deed, my dear Brethren, Chriſtians, nor true 
Diſciples of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, unleſs you 
remember his poor diſtreſſed Members: There. 
fore, I humbly beg you to conſider thoſe who 
want Relief, who are really deſtitute, to relieve 
them according to your Abilities ; and, there- 
fore, my dear Brethren, let me beg you to 
confider your diſtreſſed Fellow-Creatures ; and 
do, my Brethren, conſider, that the more fa- 
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make you the more earneſt and ſolicitous to 
t reliew 


Hiiere thoſe whom you may find in Diſtreſs, 
Iss of the utmoſt Conſequence, and what is 
eu pleaſing to your Fellow-Creatures, and 
Ping vour Duty to God. When your are 
led from hence, then all your Riches and 
randeur will be over; the Grave will make 
bDiſtinction; your great Eſtate will be of 
Wo Signification in the other World; and if 
ou have made a bad Uſe of the Talent which 
Pod hath put into your Hands, it will be on- 
an Aggravation of your Condemnation at 
Wc great Day of Account, when God ſhall 
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me to demand your Souls, and to call you 


an Account for the Uſe you have put the 
WA bundance of the Things of this Life to. 
And now to conclude, let me once more, 
Wy Brethren, beſeech each of you to act ac- 
Wording to the Circumſtances of Life, which 
Pod, in his rich and free Mercy, has given you. 
lf you, my dear Brethren, were ſenſible of 
e great Conſequence which would attend 
Pour acting in this charitable Manner, it 
By ould be a Proof of your Love to God, be- 


Per 


” 1 
I 5 


ot ſo uncharitable in your Tempers, as not 
relieve any of your diſtreſſed Fellow-Crea- 
Pures. = 

Conſider, my dear Brethren, how eaſy it 
for many of you, by putting your Mites 
5 bgether, to help one who is in Diſtreſs; and 
= | how 
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how can you tell but that little you give maj 
be a Means of bringing one from Diſtr; 
into Houriſhing Circumſtances ; and then iſ 
there is a true Spirit of a Chriſtian in then 
they can never be ſufficiently thankful to Go 
"4 Author, and you as the Inſtrument in he 
ing ſo great a Friend to them in their melan 
choly and diſtreſſed Circumſtances ; there 
fore, conſider once more how much bete 
your Accoeynt will be at the Day of Judgmen 
what Peace of Conſcience you will enjoj: 
How fatisfa muſt be the Thought of h. 
ving/ relieved the Widow and the Fatherlek! 
His is recommended by the Lord Jeſus Chit 
and has. been practiced in all Ages of thi 
Church ; and therefore, my Brethren, be found 
in the Practice of this Duty. 

have been the larger upon this, as to th 
Bodies of Men, becauſe, my dear Brethr 
our Enemies ay we deny all moral Action 
but, bleſſed be God, they ſpeak againit ff 
without Cauſe : Now, my dear Brethren, i 
highly value them ; but we ſay, that Fail 
in Chri, Love of God, being born agi 
are of infinite more worth ; ; then you can 
be true Chriſtians without having Charity i 
your Fellow-Creatures, be they Friends f 
Enemies, if they are in Diſtreſs ; and, the 
fore, be found in the Practice of this on : 


—_— 
is commanded by the bleſſed Jeſus, and then, 


vith him forever. 


Now to God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour, Power, 
Glory, Might, Majeſty, and Dominion, 
both now, and forevermore. Amen. 


it is true Charity, you ſhall live and reign 
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